
Coming of age A new dawn for legal process outsourcing

NASA’s  
rising star
Gary Borda explains the patent  
policy of the US space mission

Patent patience What should patent offices do to battle the backlogs?
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Your new-look magazine

T he last few months have been an exciting and busy time at CPA and  
at IP Review. Not only are we launching a brand new, relaunched magazine 
this month, but we are also thrilled to announce some exciting news about 

CPA’s move into new markets and industries. As CPA’s US clients already know, 
CPA is currently introducing a whole host of legal process outsourcing products 
and services, which will also be available in Europe next year.

The growth in outsourcing capabilities could also pay considerable dividends 
for the IP industry as a whole. As CPA’s Rob Stichbury writes on page 29, 
‘the hunt for competitive advantage translates into greater legal, particularly 
IP, activity. Without external help managing the administrative side of the IP 
process, few corporations would be able to keep up with or afford to properly 
develop their IP portfolios’. 

But, of course, legal process outsourcing doesn’t just assist companies; it can 
also take the strain off IP law firms, allowing them to better manage the IP 
prosecution process, while also passing on cost savings to their clients. Similarly, 
international patent offices, struggling to meet the demand of the growth in 
worldwide patenting activity over the last decade, are starting to use third-party 
expertise to reduce backlogs. As the EPO’s new president Alison Brimelow 
admitted in September, patent offices are struggling to keep up with the number of 
patent applications and this is leading to long periods of uncertainty which are not 
good for business. Fortunately, patent offices are starting to work with each other 
and outsourcing specialists to minimise backlog and improve quality. In 2005, for 
example, the Japan Patent Office (JPO), outsourced 25% of its prior art searches 
to help get back on top of its escalating workload. To find out how the USPTO 
and the UK-IPO are tackling the backlogs in their own systems, turn to our cover 
feature on page 16, and to read more about Alison Brimelow’s work at the EPO, 
turn to our interview on page 20.

If you would like to comment on these subjects or offer your opinion on what 
patent offices should be doing to assist the IP industry, please email the editor at 
ipreview@cpaglobal.com. I hope you enjoy your new-look magazine.
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Peter Sewell 
chief executive officer, CPA

‘ We think it’s what we can do along the  
journey that is important. We explore, we 
discover, we try to understand things, we try  
to come up with the technologies that are 
really going to move us forward as a society.’
Gary Borda, IP counsel, NASA. Read the full interview on page 12
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